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NORTH PORT —The
Florida Youth Soccer
Association, a nonprofit
educational organization
with nearly 250 member
clubs, recognized North
Port Youth Soccer with
its 2010 Recteation Club
of the Year a~a~I at its
annual meeting held
recently in Orlando.

“Several years ago we
wanted to be able to
recognize our outstand
ing recreational ~rogr4ns
for their achievemeii~j~
p~any areas,” saicf.F~A
cffice m~anager Je~n4~
Davis. “The~Nq~rtl~ P~ft
prograffi is c&tai~jl a
woithy recipient.”

Wh1leNPYSw~so e
Jf more than a d~zen
rogram’s nomin$e11 for

the award, North~ort
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us,” said Renaud. “We
benefit from the count
less hours put in by
people like Chip Stec and
Chris Harrison who laid
down the foundation we
have today.”

Stec and Harrison, two
past presider~ts of NPYS,
helped build the program
‘from less than 100 chil
di~en to as many as 700,
added Renaud. Among
his predecessors accom
plishments was to work
with the city and county
to bri~ng more soccer
fields to North Port. The
yast Narra4iore Soccet
Com~lléx on Glenailen
Boulevard, only a fete
years old, was the chief
rest’ilt.

‘~Chip Huntley, though
not a president, was
another who worked

was one of the few clubs
which received multiple
nominations. Davis said
the Recognition Commit
tee, which determines the
honoree, reviçws a whole
host of criteria.

In determining its hon
oree, the FYSA asks those
who nominate a club to
give specific details on
the goals of the program,
the quality of its leader
ship, the ways in which
it trains its coaches and
p~layers and other factors.
‘Wile Bob Renaud,

p&.~i~ez{~ of the ,NPYS,
was proud of the honor
he4s quick to deflect
~edit to others.

“The success of our
,p~gi&n tb~yis ‘argely

Iheresuli’~of a~1o~ of ~
~ple who came i~fore

hard to expand the
soccer space in North
Port,” added Renaud.

As youth participation
in NPYS has expanded
in recent years there
has necessarily been an
increased need to recruit
and train more coaches.
The greatest resource for
coaching recruits are the
parents of participants —

though some may
not have much or
any experience. NPYS
encourages parental par
ticipation and provides
a strong support system
for those who may be
less experienced.

“In addition to provid
ing training materials
and clinics before they
start with a team, board
members will routinely
help new coaches on
the field,” Renaud said.

‘~Also, the coaches of our
competitive teams, who
are very experienced,
will often assist new
coaches.”

NP’YS also has the
versatile {alents ~f Gerard
Gregoire, the director of
competitive soccer for
the North Port Futbol
Club (the competitive
arm of NPYS). Gregoire
played both college and
professional Soccer and
has been thvol’~ed with
NPYS for eight years.

While Gregofre cOaches
the 11-14 boys tra~el team
and is chiefly responsible
for the competitive side
of NPYS, he is also very
much involved wiih the
recreational program.
Gregoire roves literally
and figuratively through
out the program, lending

• his expertise in training
and conditioning.

As inuch as NPYS is
proud of its achieve
ments with hundreds
of North Port youth
every year, it also has a
culture of community
involvement. Recently
NPYS participated in
the Am~ric~n Canr~r

Society’s Relay for Life,
worked with Toys for Tots
and was part of a canned
food drive.

Last spring NPYS
organized its own Autism
Awareness Day with a
three-hotir day of soc
cer and fun. One of the
competitive teams held a
golf tournament to raise
money for its season, but
also distributed proceeds
to c~harfties like Ronald
McDonald House and
the Boys & Girls Club.

“As an all volunteer,
non-profit organization
we have to raise money
to keep our program
going,” said Renaud. “But
we take real pride in not
just taking funds, but
when we can, give back.
Even if it’s just with our
time.”

Online registration for
the fall recreation season
will be ongoing until
Sept. 6. The fall recre
ation season runs from
October to December.
For more information
or to register a child,
visit the NPYS website at
www.northportyouth
~rwr~r nrc~
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